420                                      SIND
Karachi has a Chamber of Commerce and a Port Trust.    The great harbour works of KARACHI are described under that article.
Communications are carried on by means of the Indus, by numerous
excellent roads, by the North-Western Railway, and by the Hyderabad-
.    .       Jodhpur metre-gauge line which connects the frontier
Communicafcons. with   the   jodhpur.Blkaner  Railway,   thus   linking
Sind at Hyderabad with Rajputana, Northern and Central India, and Gujarat. The Indus is under the charge of a special Government department, the Indus Conservancy \ the duty of which is to remove all obstructions to navigation as soon as they appear. The main line of the North-Western Railway traverses the province from north to south, entering it at Reti and terminating at Karachi and Kiamari. Between Karachi and Kotri the line is double; between Rohri and Reti it is being doubled; and between Kotri and Rohri there is a single line on either side of the Indus. The eastern Kotri-Rohri chord was originally constructed in consequence of the shifting of the right bank of the Indus and frequent breaches, which dislocated communication. The line on the left bank is on high ground and less liable to inundation, and saves about 36^ miles on the through distance from the Punjab to Karachi. The Quetta branch commences at Ruk, and running northwest leaves the province some little way beyond Jacobabad. Another branch runs south-east from Hyderabad to Badin, and is likely before long to form part of the Bombay-Sind connexion railway. A short branch of 3 miles connects Phulji with Puranadero on the Indus right bank. The North-Western Railway facilitates the transmission of goods from Karachi to Northern Sind and the Punjab, or vice versa, thus saving the long detour by sea and river between Karachi and Kotri, via the Indus delta. The Indus has been bridged at Sukkur and Kotri. The distance from Karachi to Delhi by standard gauge throughout via Bhatinda is 907 miles, and by mixed gauge via Hyderabad and Jodhpur 781 miles.
Karachi is also the focus of a number of trade routes from Afghanistan and Central Asia. Three important lines converge at Karachi, placing it in direct communication with the interior of Sind, with Las Bela and Kalat. Trunk roads connect Sukkur District with the adjoining Districts of Upper Sind, and with Larkana, Hyderabad, and Karachi. The total length of roads (1903-4) in the province is 12,776 miles, of which 153 miles are metalled.
The Indus is navigable by country boats at all times of the year, and affords facilities of communication for both the import and export trade of the areas in proximity to the river. On the Fuleli canal about 100 country boats ply for the greater part of the year, and steam launches have recently been introduced for passenger traffic. 1 This department and the fees levied for its upkeep were abolished in March, 1906,